THE GROWTH OF THE GREAT STATE

when the wreck of the Roman Empire left western
learning in darkness, Arabic translations of Aris-
totle's Ethics and Politics were being commented
on by Mussulmans in Timbuctoo. Greeks also,
though as mere provincials, supplied the language
and bureaucracy of the Byzantine Empire; and be-
queathed their own popular democratic spirit to the
eastern form of Christianity, itself a great Greek
polity. But it is true that Hellas failed to form
an enduring federation; perhaps because, always
colonising and centrifugal, Athens failed as a political
centre; perhaps partly because the age-long rivalry
of Sparta would not admit the supremacy of Athens.
But chiefly, I think, because larger, lower, and
coarser forms of Polity, owing in their making more
to Trade than to Thought, were required, at that
moment, to feed the peoples round the Mediter-
ranean basin. For the Greeks, Mind was more than
Life. The Roman polity, coarser in texture and at a
lower spiritual level than that of Athens, emerged,
instead, to meet those wider economic needs. Per-
haps the Family stood for less to the Greeks than to
the Latins. Certainly the Greeks gathered round
no Osirian religious myth, in which the Family be-
comes divine. The Roman system took as its core
rather the Life-centre than the Mind-centre; it
stood for the hearth of the Family, the patria
potestas of the remotest Aryans. It radiated afresh
through all the craft or communal forms derived
from Egypt, Crete, the Hellas, and the East, the
energy of the primitive hearth-fire and Life force.
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